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carried to monstrous lengths. In its moral atmosphere the anarchic
chapter of Egyptiac history between the dissolution of 'the Old King-
dom* and the establishment of 'the Middle Empire' is much more
reminiscent of the Time of Troubles between the breakdown of the
Hellenic Civilization and the establishment of the Roman Empire than
it is of the interregnum between the dissolution of the Roman Empire
and the emergence of Christian Hellenistic societies affiliated to the
Hellenic Civilization.

In view of these well-authenticated positive facts, we must abide by
our original finding that, in the structure of Egyptiac history, the Age
of the Pyramid-Builders is an authentic age of growth, in spite of its
being an episode in the life of an 'Old Kingdom* which bears marks of
being the universal state of a disintegrating society. We must recognize,
in fact, that 'the Old Kingdom' is enigmatically Janus-faced.